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‘Super-Sizing Small

Spaces .-

It's funny how owo seemingly-vnrelared

avents would lead to iy AHA! moment

a¢ ingpiration for cthis article. The fisc was - T

my recent visic to an BY & Camping —

show: I'm not a camper by any means,
bt T fascinaced by BY interiors = not
the decors, but che efficiency of the
spaces, [ts amazing how a compact rravel
trailer, only seven feer, six inches wide by
20 feer long, can house a kitchen, bath-
oo, living/dining space, and sleeping
area for four people!

The second event (a nen-event, actually)
was when, en one af my almost-dail
wisits to the Washingron Square
Starbucks, 1 mentioned o barisa Seeve
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kow T see 2 number of che same patrons
hanging cut day after day, either waorking
an their laptops or chaming wich cheie

friends. Steve said many of these regulars
Tve in soall aparoments ar have room-
mates, and Starbucks has become an
extension of their living space. AHA!
Since [ write a design column for

SOUNTER FOR EATING & DESK,
CAEIMETS BELCW

Brookling residents, and many are small
space dwellers, my readers can benefit by
learming how to incorparate RV efficien-
cies, with a splash of style, into their

home environments,

Small spaces do pose inerior design

challenges. Whether you Iive in 2 studia

apartment, share space with a2 roommate,
o want o make a small heme or room

appear larger, chis article will inspire vou
with wavs to super-size your small space.

Super Suggestions

The first step 1o super-size YOur $pace is to purge unnecessary fornives
and accessories that vou aren’t emoionally arached o, De-clumering
will immediately make a space fee] larger,

Using furniture thar multrasks. such as a storage otroman chat serves as
a coffee mble, footrest, and seating, is grear for small spaces, Or considey
a drop-=leaf table, which can be expanded as pecessary and used for
dining alone or with guests or as a desk.

1 designed the incerior of a studio apartment that wasn't much larger
than a small trave] teailer. The main living space was 12 feet square.

The r.qulr_ﬁmu'ra.w v can maamize dhe Simired Epare |.5,I'-1 aniidie Apdr e,

[t was separated fhom the compact
galiey kirchen by a counter, which
served a3 a dining rable and desk.
Becanse space was so limited,
every piece of furmture served
multiple purposes. The sofa bed
wis used for sittng and sleeping,
The dresser was also the end wble,
and a wall vmic held books, a TW.
steteq systemy, and some decorative
accessories. The accompanying
flooe plan shows the furniture
layour of this small space.
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Choosing the Right Forniture

When selecting furnipare for vour small space, consider using pieces
with the following design features: Chaose pieces that have an open
look, such as a sofs with exposed legs or a glas-top coffee mble. Pick
lorwy pieces that won't block windows. Make sure the scale of the
furniture isn’t oo big for che room, By having some furnitare the
same color as the wall, the pieces will Blend into the wall and won't
visually chop up the space.

It vou live 10 a smodie, buy a sofa bed or a Murphy bed — one char
folds up o a cabinet when not in use. Thas way, you wen't feed
like you're working or entergining in your bedroom. Murphy beds
have become quite popular again, and vou can find them in a variery
of stvles, Sofa beds and Murphy bedt are alse good options it vou
don't have an cxma bedroom bur need a place for overnighe guests
o sleep.

Letting In the Light

To maximize storage, utilize vour wall space by installing floar-te-
ceiling shelving. In the kitchen, open shelving, instead of cabinets, will
make the room lock larger. Keep window treamments simple. Use
sheers or light-colored shutters ever windews o let in light, 16 you
want curtaing, extend the reds bevond che width of the window: so the
fabric frames the view, bue doesn't cover any glas. The ourdoor view
will make the room appear larger. The stdio [ mentioned earier had a
large picturs window, This & x 7 foor expanse of glass to the outside
made a woeld of difference in how large che aparmment felr.

tirrors and ocher reflective accessaries help ceeare the illusion of more
space. By reflecong other pars of the oom, and reflecting light, mir-
vars visually expand space.

If you need one moom to provide different funcrions, ceeare 2 zone for
each funceon. Folding screens are a good way to divide space. Ulsing
area rugs or different colers on walls will alse help define chese zones,

Speaking of calor, don be afmid w
use a dark color in a small space.
Drark colers recede, so a dark wall
will appear to be tarther away than
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Inspired!
You now have ideas on how o super-size vour small space! While [ was
inspired by BVs and Starbucks, | hope vou're inspired by this arcicle,

Sheila R, Selby, ¢ T-vvar Brookitne seaionr, i a peofessional inverior desigues with
catpisioe experense (o borl residennial end ooemenial feterior design projects.
Sheila’s fiews, Qi Tl Mase Inierioss, provides inteor design sennces for camanercial
aunt restdraial diaety. Senvices inclode staging for eval earane safes, fiesinee plascing
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