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Super-Sizing Small 5

Spaces    f

[t's flJ1'JD'}'how two §CE]J.1i11g].Y-\`|l'1I¢13l`Cd

Choosing the Right Furniture

When scicctingfurniture for your small space, consider usingpieces
with the following designErarum: Choose pieces that have an open

look, such as a sofa with exposedlegsor il glass-topcoffee ublc. Pick

law piecesthat wun't block xvindows. Make sure the scale uf :hc

Hxrniture isn`t too big for the mom. By having some furniture the

mu: color as thc wall. thc piccts wil] blcnd into the wal] and won?

visually chopup thc space.

If you live an a studio, buy a sofa bed or a Murphy bcd - our chat

folds up into a cabinet when not in 1.1se.Tha: way you won't fed

like y'0u`reworking or entertaining in your bedroom. Murphy beds

hav: become quite popularagain,and you can find them in a variety
of sryles.Sofa beds and Murphy beds are also good opzions if you
dozfr have an extra heduoom but need :1 placefor ovrrnigh: guests
to slccp.

Letting In the Light
To maximize storage, utilize your wal] space by installing floor-tm

ceiling shelving.In the kitchen. open shelving.instead of cnbéucts,will

nuke th: mom look larger.Keepwindow tnraunents simple,Use

sheers or light-colored shutters over windows ro lee in light. Ifyou
want rurtains, cxtcnd thc mds beyondche width of the window so the

fabric Eames the view, but doesn'\ cover any g{ass.Theoutdoor view

will awk: the mom appear lar3cr.Thestudio I mentioned cazdier had :x

largepicture þÿ�\�\�"�i�I�1�d�U�W�'�.�T�| ��.�`�A�i�,�S6 x 7 foo: expanse of glassro the outside

made a world of diflbrence in how large:hc apartment felt.

Mirrors and other rellettive ZICCESSOYLCShelp create thc illusion of more

space. By rcflccdngother pans ofthe IDDIII, and Irflctting light, mir-

rors visuallyexpand space.

If you need one mom co provide different functions. crease a zone for

each Emccion. Folding scnccus an a good way to divide space. Using
area rugs or different colors on walls will also help define these zones.

:vena would lead to my AHA! moment
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as inspiration for chi; mic]c.Thc tins: was
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my n-c:ut visit ro an RV & Camping y -g,_2;1_ 1 § .,TV_,,,,,,,,`.;;,,,;`_i_,T`_:`__
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shcm: 1`m not a camper by any means.    Ji..  
bu! Fm fascinated  RV interiors - not  1  fi
che dccors, bu: che rffldency of the  I  

`

spaces. It's amazing how 1 compact travcl
'
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room;þÿ�l�i ��;�i�n�g�r�'�d�i�n�i�L�;�g�l�s�p�n�c�c�,
and slccpmg ¢ ,Fm:A   
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The second r:vv:ut lfanun-event, actually)     1, Q;
was when. on one of my almost-daily      
visits to thc WashingtonSquare _`  
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starbucks, 1 mentioned rc barim sm-W L_la?  ?3= 5'3Q;§;§§§;=>-
haw I see 1 number ofchc same patrons   5;  'Q_'TL  
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'TL  hangingout day aiicr 5333either workmg lx  ~ _   
on their lapzopsor chartingwich chair
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friends. Steve said many ofrhcsc regulars _
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Iive in small apnxrmeuts or have mom-  L_J L;_l L; `

~' 5  þÿ ��_� . . E1.

mates. and Starbucks has become an  
`
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exrension ot' their living spacc.AI-IA! Q Awwggggfwl  5 _*' I'  E11
Since I write a designcolumn for Q  iff  Fu;._ _'  
Brookline resadenmand many are small  , N »;;l_;4;:§i_; ~, , Y f g _ * n hl f   
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Smal] spaces do pose in:eztior_desi£\1  "°g '  `  @;,u1g¢,.\ee.¢f|
¢h2.l]enges.W`h¢n}1cryou hw: an a studio `° _5 '¢  §  '  
apartment, share space wirh a rooxmuaze, þÿ� �`�*�$�3�r�°�?�r�,�;�° ��_�f� þÿ� �§�;�I�_�V�E ¬�f ��;�§Iggi*41 ~.~ ki
or wam no make :1 small home or room

appear larger,this article will inspire you

with \\'a}'s to super-sizeyour small space.

Super Suggestions
The 5m step to super-sizeyour space is to purge unnecessary fumituve

and accessories fha: you arent cmonimullyattached to. De-cluncring
will immediately1'l`L3kCa space fcel Iarger.

Using furniture :har mulriusks. such as n storage otromm dm scwcs as

a coffee rablc. foam-sc. and searing,is gnear for small spaces. Or consider

a drop-leaftahle,\\#\icl1can be expandedas necessary and used for

dining alone or with guests or at 3 desk.

1 dcsignedthc inmrior ot' a studio apartment :har wasn't much larger
than a small travel Irailer.T`hc main living spacc was 12 feet square.

TTI: r.?gf|r_|im||`rwr,xnknumu mru'|`m|`:¢ þÿ�f�)�| ¬�J�.�;�l�|�l�i�I�l�'�»�f�$�|�K�\�1�f�t�`q,I`nyildiv- dpirlmtnl

It was separatedfrom :hc compact

galicykirchen by a counter. which

served as a dining rablc and dusk.

Bccause space was so limized,

c'vcr}' piece of f'urnit1.1n: scrvrd

multiple purposes.Thesofa bed
was used for sitting and slccping.
The dresser was also Lhe end mble,
and a wall uni: held books, aT\fl

steveo system, and samc_dccomriw
accessories. The accompanying
Door plan shows the fumirun:

lay-ourof this small space

CLIR TUAN EKG!!! I NCNEMBEH IDD?

Speakingof color. don`r be ai-aid to

us: a dark color in ll small spacr.
Dark colors nrcede. so a dark wall

will appear ro he tirrhcr away than

it actually is and will make your

room appcar larger.Caveat: Paint

only one or two walls in a dark

color to :avoid a cav:~!il»ze ful.

Inspired!

Cn The Mow lnherinrs

Room arranglrrg. color \:uns».a|1ir1u.
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You now have ideas on how to super-sizeyour Smal] spate!Whic I was

inspiredby RV; and Srarbucks,l hope þÿ�y�o�u ��r�einspinedby this axcicle.
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