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From Blue to Rosy'   

Many people are overwhelmed by the thought of putting color on

their walls but are green with envy of those who do. I hope this article
will help relieve some of your anxiety in making paint color choices.
Its amazinghow color can changethe feel of a space and changeyour
mood from blue to rosy!

The colors in your home should be an expression of your individuali-

ty Paint is the most economical way of changing the look and feel of
a room. Because walls are the largestsurface in a room you get a big
bang for your buck with paint color. And, if you don t like the color

after its been applied you can easily paint over it.

lf youre skittish about painting a whole room one color try painting
one wall with that color. This accent wall approachworks well if you
select a wall that you want to focus on like a wall with a Ereplaceor

the Wall behind your bed.

þÿ ��W�h�e�r�edo l sta.rt?"youmayask.Belo~tIdiscusshowtodeve1opa
color scheme for a room, including choosinga paint color.To reduce

common color mistakes,I provide a coupleoftips to try before painting

Developing a Scheme

A color scheme considers all the elements in a space, including walls,
liirniture. Hooring,window treatments, and accessories. Maybe you

have an existing sofa that is going
to stay in the room þÿ�y�o�u ��r�epainting,

- and you want to create a color

scheme around that piece. For

demonstration purposes, þÿ�l�e�t ��ssay
this sofa is blue.

 By us' the color wheel, as shown

create different color schemes
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-_ that reflect the feel you're trying
_ _  <_ _ to achieve.Tl-nis is' just one of many
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,,__g__ ways to use color to create an

   environment.
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in the illustration above. you can
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If you want a relaxingfeel to

a room, you don't want your blue

sofa to visuallystand out from the walls. By using a monochromatic

color scheme - various shades of blue and neutrals -

you can create

a  feel.

An analogouscolor scheme - colors that are adjacent on the color
wheel - will also feel  So, with a blue sofa, you could use

a blue-greenpaint or a blue-purplepaint to achieve an analogous
scheme.

Maybe you love the shapeof your sofa and want it to make an impact.
In that case, you could paint your walls a shade of orange

- blue's

complementarycolor - no make the sofa pop.

Color Wheel

Color Schemes
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Choosing Colors

þÿ�l�f�y�o�u ��r�estarting from scratch,
here are a couple of suggestions
for where to begin:

A great way to choose a paint
color is by opening your bed-

rO0m Closetdoor and looking
at your wardrobe. Most people
wear colors they like and look

good in.The same holds true

for rooms painted in one of

those colors. lf you look great
in turquoise clothing, then you'll
look great in a turquoise room!

Do you have a favorite piece
of art? How about a rug that

you love? The colors in a favorite

piece can be a good jumping-oB`
point when deciding on a paint
color.

This next statement will have

many designerscring-ing.þÿ�D�o�n ��t

select a color because it's trendy.
There are international organiza~
tions that meet regularly to

decide the Future color trends.
These decisions are made to

pleasethe masses, not you person-

allyYou'll see these colors in fash-

ion, fabrics. cars, and appliances.
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Remember hanrest gold and avocado green of the l970s? That said,
theres nothing wrong in choosing a trendy color scheme,providing
that you love it. Do what nukes you feel good.

Before You Paint

Buy small samplejars of the paint colors you're thinking of using.
Apply these colors to at least two walls in the room_You can also

apply the paint to poster board or foam core so you can move the
color around. Live with these samplesfor a few daysand look at them
at dilferent times of the day,since lighting is one of the major factors
in determining how a color will look on your walls. After a day or

two, the colors will speakto you.

Paint usuallyappears darker on the walls than it does on a small paint
chip. So select a shade slightly lighter than what you like on the small

chip.You can do this by  the paint "cut" with white - for

instance,add 20% white to lighten the color slightly

Rosy Times Ahead

Selectingcolors to paint your walls should be fiin. By following these

suggestions,þÿ�y�o�u ��l�_�lbe feeling rosy in no time!
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